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As a solar installer, understanding the relationship between code makers, code enforcers and the installer gives you a 
leg up on what your building department expects and can be the difference between passing and failing an inspection 
– and you also will limit your long term liability for the job.

We created the Wheel of Accountability as a simple way to illustrate 
these relationships as they apply to rooftop structures and waterproofing. 
At the center of our wheel, the AHJ (Authority Having Jurisdiction) is 
typically the local building inspector. The AHJ ultimately interprets 
the building codes and best standards and practices as agreed upon 
and published by the agencies listed along the circumference of 
the wheel.

SMACNA, NRCA and ARMA help provide time-tested, best-practice 
guidelines for roofing buildings and other enclosed structures. 
The guidelines are published by the IBC, IRC, SBC and NFPA, and 
also in manuals compiled by the individual trade groups. These 
manuals are available for purchase in many places on the web.

ICC and UL provide quality standards and testing methods for 
product manufacturing compliance.

OSHA focuses exclusively on workplace safety and can shut down any 
job site and fine an installer for unsafe workplace practices. The building 
inspector (AHJ) can act as the arm of OSHA, and in fact can act on behalf 
of any one of the parties listed on the wheel.

The roofing manufacturer is a key figure in our Wheel of Accountability 
because their installation instructions must be followed to the letter to prevent voiding the roof warranty and to limit long 
term exposure to the owner and contractor.

See quickmountpv.com  for detailed descriptions of these key players and relevant building codes. 

ArE YOU UP TO CODE?

Quick Mount PV products prevent roof leaks and adhere to the best standards and practices of the trade better 
than any other mounts on the market. But even the best mounts in the world work better when installed with 
a careful and respectful approach to the roof.

Respecting the roof means respecting the roofer as well, and we recommend consulting the original roofing 
contractor whenever possible before beginning work on a retrofit. The labor warranty on a roof is separate 
from the manufacturer’s materials warranty and will vary from one contractor to the next.

If you are not absolutely certain how to waterproof a particular roof and have difficulty locating the original 
contractor, by all means seek the advice of another professional roofer. This may entail a fee, but if it helps 
maintain the labor warranty, it will be money well spent.

The solar industry can only grow stronger when all trades work together to produce the best possible end 
result for the customer. 

Thanks from Quick Mount PV, and please remember always: Respect the Roof!
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 (925) 687-6686  ph
 (925) 687-6689  fax

  sales@quickmountpv.com
   www.quickmountpv.com
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THe recognized industry standard

• Fastest to install

• Easiest to use

• Unmatched strength

• 100% code compliant

• Commercial & residential solutions

• All hardware included 

• 50-year life cycle

Members of:
NRCA, ANSI, ASES, ICC, SEPA, NorCal Solar,  

CALSEIA, Bay Area Green Business
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